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02 June 2011 

 

Andy Burnham 

Labour Party education policy review 

By email 

 

Dear Mr Burnham 

 

Think Global and Oxfam response to your education policy review 

 

1. About Think Global  
 

1.1  Think Global is a membership based charity that helps school children in 

the UK learn about global issues such as poverty and find out how they 

can play a part in creating a more just and sustainable world. 

1.2 Our national network of members shares our vision that all citizens should 

have opportunities to understand and respond to the global challenges we 

face. Think Global's 200 members include a wide network of schools, 

NGOs, universities and other civil society bodies. 

1.3 Think Global is submitting this evidence in partnership with Oxfam. This 

submission has been developed in consultation with Oxfam’s UK 

campaigns department, and represents the views of both organisations.  

 

2. Our response to your questions 
 

What knowledge and skills do the next generation need to be successful in the 

modern world? 

2.1 The modern world is a globalised world. Young people’s lives and future 

work will be dominated by being part of a globalised society. Therefore to 

prepare them for this, their education needs to be placed in a global 

context and enable them to make the connections between global and 

local issues, challenges and opportunities. 
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2.2 The world faces many challenges which will be felt by the next generation, 

including the need for environmental sustainability, the problems of 

international poverty and the need for intercultural understanding. The 

next generation need to be able to ‘think globally’ in order to help 

the world meet these challenges. 

2.3 Knowledge and skills relating to thinking globally will be crucial both to 

allow young people to succeed in a globalised job market and to allow 

them to contribute effectively to a globalised and interdependent society. 

2.4 Engaging young people with global issues and giving them opportunities 

to take action also develops skills such as critical thinking, negotiation, 

political and media literacy, planning and organising and decision making. 

All of these are essential qualities for preparing young people to 

successfully participate as active citizens within a globalised world.  

2.5  We would suggest that there are eight overlapping concepts that are at 

the heart of thinking globally: 

• Global citizenship 

• Interdependence 

• Social justice 

• Conflict resolution 

• Diversity 

• Values and perceptions 

• Human rights 

• Sustainable development 

2.6 If we cannot give young people a global perspective through their 

education there are a number of major consequences: 

• For children themselves, who will live and work in a truly global 

age, yet are missing out on essential global learning, leaving them 

feeling powerless, holding parochial attitudes and with damaged 

prospects for future success. 

• For parents, who already fear that the school system does not 

give their children a wide enough set of skills for life.  

• For communities, because it diminishes our chances of tackling 

the defining issues of our time: national and international poverty, 

climate change and racial and religious tensions. 

• For government, in achieving goals related to world class 

education, community cohesion, environmental sustainability and 

international poverty reduction. 

• For employers, who are concerned about a workforce with a 

narrow skills base, and a ‘little England’ mentality without the 

ability to succeed in a global economy. 

2.7 There are many examples of schools which have embedded a global 
perspective in their approach and ethos: 
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• Howe Dell primary school in Hertfordshire covers seven key 

concepts in its curriculum – interdependence; citizenship; needs 

and rights of future generations; diversity; quality of life; 
sustainable change; uncertainty and precaution. 

• Notre Dame High School uses ICT to help young people link up with 
others in the USA and France to challenge their stereotypes and 
foster a sense of common humanity, as well as improving their ICT 

skills. 
• A cluster of schools in Liverpool have taken up ‘Fairtrade’ status. 

This was driven by pupils through their school councils. 

These case studies as well as many others are available at: 
www.globaldimension.org.uk/casestudies. 

2.8 There is widespread evidence that learning about and taking action on 

global issues in school gives young people the motivation and 

confidence to act on these issues throughout their adult lives. 

2.8.1 Findings from Ipsos MORI’s 2008 survey of young people’s attitudes to 

global learning (Ipsos MORI, 2008) suggest that those who have 

experienced global learning in school are: 

• keen to understand more about the problems in the world;  

• more likely than average to believe that what they do in their 

daily lives can affect those in other countries and that people 

like them have the ability to make a difference;  

• more open to people of different backgrounds than those who 

have not experienced global learning in school, and  

• more likely than average to say that they try to do things to 

make the world a better place.  

2.8.2 Further research conducted by Ipsos MORI in 2010 (Hogg, Shah, 2010) 

finds that:  

• Learning about global issues in school creates agency around 

climate change, reducing by half the proportion of people who 

feel that it is pointless to take personal action on this issue.  

• Learning about global issues greatly increases the proportion of 

the public who support the principle of overseas aid.  

• Ensuring that all schools offer global learning is vital if we are to 

nurture a socially responsible, outward-looking populace.  

• Learning about global issues counteracts a widespread sense of 

discomfort about racial and religious difference.  

2.8.3 An evaluation of the Global Student Forum (GSF) for sixth formers 

(Baker, 2010) finds that learning more about global issues gives young 

people the confidence to act as advocates for change. Following the 

conference, over three-quarters of the students (79%) felt more 

confident to educate other people about the importance of education in 
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beating poverty than they did before the event, with almost every 

student (96%) stating that they would be confident to do so. 

2.9 Ofsted recognises the importance of knowledge and skills about 

global issues such as sustainability. In a recent report, Education for 

Sustainable Development, the agency highlighted a range of positive 

impacts associated with bringing a global dimension into the school 

curriculum (Ofsted 2009). Excerpts from the report include:  

Learning about sustainability captured the interest of children and young 

people because they could see its relevance to their own lives…The pupils 

reacted very positively to being able to work collaboratively, to conduct 

research and to take part in debates and discussion. In several instances, 

this led to more positive attitudes to learning in general, better behaviour 

and attendance, and to improved standards and achievement. 

The pupils who were committed to sustainability in school tended to lead 

sustainable lives at home and there was increasing evidence of this 

leading to positive changes in their families’ views and behaviour. The 

commitment, enthusiasm and initiative of young people were also a spur 

to members of the wider community to re-examine their own lifestyles. 

2.10 There is an unmet appetite for learning about global issues in 

schools. The 2008 Ipsos MORI survey referred to above highlights that 

over three-quarters of pupils (78%) think it is important that schools help 

pupils to understand what people can do to make the world a better 

place. However, only around half of students say they had experienced 

global learning in school during the previous school year.  

2.11 Teachers also express a strong appetite for offering global learning in 

school. An Ipsos MORI poll of teachers on behalf of Think Global in 2009 

(Ipsos MORI, 2009) found that the vast majority of teachers in England 

see global learning as an important aspect of teaching in schools: 94% 

feel that schools should prepare pupils to deal with a fast-changing and 

globalised world. 

What influence and control do parents want over local schools and their own 

child’s education? 

2.12 A poll of parents by YouGov reveals a strong demand for global 

learning for their children. Almost three-quarters of parents agree that 

it is important for schools to help young people to think globally (71%) 

and be responsible global citizens (72%). Parents think schools should be 

doing more to prepare young people to live in a globalised world; fewer 

than one in ten (7%) think schools should do less. 

2.13 Three-quarters of parents think it is important for young people to 

develop the capabilities that they will need to live and work in a globalised 

world, including:  
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• openness to the cultures and perspectives of people from different 

places and backgrounds (79% say this is important);  

• learning to lead more environmentally sustainable lives (84%);  

• their knowledge about the causes of international poverty (73%); 

and, 

• understanding the causes of mass migration, including migration to 

the UK (74%).  

3. Conclusions and next steps 
 

3.1 The evidence highlighted above suggests strongly that enabling young 

people to think globally needs to be a core component of a modern 

education to help young people to succeed and to make a positive 

contribution to society. Think Global would be delighted to help the Labour 

Party education policy team to consider how global learning can be more 

effectively embedded into the UK schools system including the curriculum 

and teacher training. Please do get in touch if you would like to discuss 

this further. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 

Hetan Shah  

Chief Executive 

Think Global 

 


